BETHMANN ANP MOLTEE                      503
view of strategic necessity and to the violation of Belgium,
ij war should come. But they do not prove that Bethmann
had yet yielded to the view that war was already inevitable,
or that any decision for war had been reached.
On the contrary, the Chancellor redoubled his efforts
to preserve peace by putting increased pressure on Austria.
After the interview with Goschen, though thoroughly tired
out by his long and difficult day, Bethmann consulted with
Jagow concerning the fresh telegrams which had meanwhile
poured in. Among them was the Tsar's personal suggestion
to the Kaiser that the Austro-Serbian problem be given
over to the Hague Conference. But just as Sazonov had
paid no attention to the Tsar's instructions two days earlier
to take steps in this direction, so now it was decisively re-
jected in Berlin.50
A telegram from Lichnowsky told of Grey's approval
of the Italian suggestion of mediation by the Great Powers
on the basis of Serbia's reported willingness at last to accept
even Points 5 and 6 of the Austrian ultimatum.51 Pour-
tales told of Sazonov's indignation at Vienna's Categor-
ical refusal" to enter upon direct conversations, and of his
desire to return to Grey's conference proposal; but this was
coupled with the grave news that "Sazonov did not deny
the imminence of mobilization," though stating that this
"was far from meaning war,"52 Bethmann sent on to
Vienna the substance of both of these telegrams, as well.as
those just exchanged between the Kaiser and the Tsar.
He again "urgently requested" the acceptance of the "pledge
50 See above, ch. ix, at notes 73-78; Kaiser's marginal note, and
Bethmann to Pourtales, July 30, 2:40 A.M,; K.D., 366, 391. In Fateful
Years (pp. 194 f., 203), M. Sazonov condemns Germany for neglecting the
Tsar's "excellent suggestion" of the Hague Tribunal, but omits to mention
that he himself completely neglected it two days previously. Does this
indicate candor and honesty on his part?
si Lichnowsky to Bethmann, July 29, 2:08 P.M., received 5:07 P.M.;
K.D., 357.
ospourtates to Bethmann, July 29, 6:10 P.M., received 8:29 P.M.;
K.D,, 365.